
 

 

 

 
CLIL AND MUSIC 

  

 

MEET ONE OF THE MOST EMBLEMATIC PORTUGUESE MUSICIANS 

 

1. Which of the following musical instruments do you think he played? 

                                                             

 

2. Read the short biography of Carlos Paredes: 

 

Carlos Paredes  (16 February 1925 – 23 July 2004) was a virtuoso Portuguese guitar player and composer. He is 
regarded as one of the greatest players of Portuguese guitar of all-time. 

Born in Coimbra, Portugal, in a family with a long tradition of guitar playing, he was taught to play the Portuguese guitar by 
his father, Artur Paredes. He composed numerous soundtracks for cinema and theatre, such as the soundtrack for the 
Portuguese film Os Verdes Anos (1963), which contains his famous piece "Canção Verde Anos". He released several 
recordings as a solo artist and performed in numerous countries worldwide. 

Besides his music career, Paredes also worked in the public service for most of his life. In 1958, during Portugal's 
dictatorial Estado Novo regime, he was imprisoned for 18 months for joining the Portuguese Communist Party, at the time 
an illegal organization. 

He started playing guitar when he was 4 years-old, taught by his father. At age 9, he began accompanying his father on 
the guitar, in his father's concerts.  

In 1949, he became a public service worker, a job he would retire from only later in life, in November 1986. He worked in 
the radiography archive of the Hospital de São José, in Lisbon, while maintaining his musical career. 

Paredes grew up in an environment of discreet resistance and political opposition to António Salazar's Estado 
Novo regime. In 1958, he became a member of the Portuguese Communist Party, which at the time was an illegal 
organization in Portugal. 

In the morning of 26 September 1958, he was arrested by PIDE agents in his workplace in Hospital de São José, on the 
accusation of belonging to an illegal political party opposing the government. He was kept imprisoned for 18 months. 
During his time in prison, he composed music in his head. According to some sources, people in the prison thought that 
Paredes was going insane, walking around his cell pretending to play the guitar, when in fact he was composing.  

After his release from prison, he was suspended from his job in the hospital and worked for some years as a delegate of 
medical propaganda 

After the Carnation Revolution in Portugal, like others who had been political prisoners during the Estado Novo regime, 
Paredes was seen as a hero. He disliked this status and preferred not to talk about his time in prison, saying that there 
were people who suffered more than him. He was reinstated to his previous job in the Hospital de São José shortly after 
the revolution.  
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Paredes remained a member of the Portuguese Communist Party until his death.[6] 

Carlos Paredes is regarded as one of the greatest Portuguese guitarists of all-time and a genius of the Portuguese 
guitar. He is frequently called "The master of the Portuguese guitar" and "The man with the thousand 
fingers". Acclaimed fado singer Amália Rodrigues said that Paredes was "a national monument, like the Jerónimos 
Monastery". 

Several buildings in Portugal are named after Paredes. The Carlos Paredes Prize, an award for Portuguese musicians 
given by the Vila Franca de Xira municipality since 2003, is named after him.  
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2. a) Fill in this fact file: 

 

Name  

Date of birth  

Date of death  

Father  

Job  

In your 

opinion: two 

relevant 

items from 

Paredes’ 

biography 

 

 

 

Good work! 
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